December 3, 2017

First Sunday in Advent

SS. ROBERT & WILLIAM
CATHOLIC PARISH
DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND

Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24
Masses are at: 4 pm (Children’s Mass)
7 pm
10 pm
Christmas Day, Monday, December 25
Masses are at: 9 am
11 am
**THERE IS NO 6 pm Mass

We are happy to bring you this great Catholic resource! As our Christmas gift to you,
we have purchased a subscription to FORMED.org Merry Christmas!

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil
(New Years), Sunday, December 31
Mass is at:
4 pm
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
(New Years), Monday, January 1
Masses are at: 9 am
11 am
**THERE IS NO 6 pm Mass
Confessions
Wednesday, December 20: 7 – 8 pm
Thursday, December 21: 7 – 8 pm
Friday, December 22: 10 – 11 am
Saturday, December 23: 2:30 – 3:30 pm

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, December 4
12:00 PM(JB) † Mark Andryscik by Konte Family
Tuesday, December 5
8:00 AM (SG) Families of Those Affected by Hurler Syndrome,
Special Intention by Raddell Family, Friends
Wednesday, December 6
12:00 PM(JB) † Gerri Sexton by Laura Mc Guinness
Thursday, December 7
8:00 AM (SG)† John and Vida Fink by Fink Family
6:30 PM (SG)For the People
Friday, December 8
8:00 AM (SG)For the People
12:00 PM(JB) For the People
6:30 PM (JB) For the People
Saturday, December 9
8:30 AM (SG)† Josephine Ortman by John & Gertrude Kendzierski
4:00 PM (JB)† Frank and Margaret Grossman by Family
Sunday, December 10
9:00 AM (SG)† Rose and Andrew Fink by Children of William Fink
11:00 AM(NP)† Ed Czyzycki by Family
6:00 PM (SG)† Wilfred Sauter by Daughter

BJTWMW
The Bible and the Virgin Mary

This Week At The Parish
Monday, December 4
 8:00 am Advent prayer
Service
 6:30 pm Communal
Penance
 7:00 pm EDGE
Tuesday, December 5
 8:00 am School Mass
 1:00 pm Tots pre-school
 6:30 pm Bell Choir
 7:00 pm Addicts’ Parents
Wednesday, December 6
 7:00 pm Biblical Walk
through the Mass
Thursday, December 7
 6:30 pm Immaculate
Conception Mass
 7:30 pm Walking With
Purpose
 8:00 pm Families in Christ
Jesus

367 E. 260th Street Euclid, OH 44132 | Phone: 216.731.1515

Friday, December 8
 6:30 pm Colloquy
Saturday, December 9
 9:00 am Men’s Group
 9:00 am Women’s
Fellowship
 2:30 pm Confessions
 3:30 pm Bake Sale
 7:00 pm AA
Sunday, December 10
 9:30 am PSR classes
 10:00 am RCIA
 11:00 am Bishop Perez Mass
 7:00 pm Life Teen
Rosary (Ursuline Chapel):
Sunday at 8:30 am
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday at
11:30 am
Tuesday, Thursday at 8:30 am
Saturday at 9:00 am

FJB’s Blog
Dear Parishioners,
Happy First Sunday of Advent! We are often reminded of the coming of Christmas by commercial decorations and shopping sprees rather than by the Church’s new liturgical year, which
starts today. The season of Advent always begins with the message of wakefulness. It reminds us
of the necessity to be alert and watchful, but of what? Jesus repeatedly urges us to be vigilant and
stay awake. We are called to be prepared at all times, but not with a sense of fear nor preoccupation. Preparedness is a habit, a practice that we should cultivate in order to be united with Christ.
It is a way of living; loving God through deeds, prayers, and supplications. It is a state of being
mindful of what is unfolding around us and reflecting upon its meaning. Without this space ready
in our consciousness, it is easy to lapse into “religious laziness.” Our everyday “busyness” and
mundane activities may soon consume us. If the first generation of Christians were urged to be on
guard, it is all the more urgent for us today! So let us respond to the call of Advent by keeping vigil and being patient in
waiting, while at the same time, looking forward to our Lord’s coming either in flesh (Christmas) or in His glory
(Parousia).
Congratulations to parishioner Kurt Steigerwald who recently received an award from St. Ignatius High School. He
is the father of two SRW graduates, one of whom also graduated from St. Ignatius High School. Annually, the St. Ignatius
Father’s Club presents the Xavier Award for Outstanding Service to Saint Ignatius High School to the father of a recent graduate. The purpose of the Xavier Award is to honor a man who has left his mark on the school through dedication and hard
work but has not been officially recognized for his service. We are very proud of you, Kurt!
Congratulations to Rita Burke and the SRW School Parent Association for receiving the Sr. Dorothy Kazel Alleluia
award today! It has been 37 years since Sr. Dorothy and the three other church women were murdered in El Salvador.
They became martyrs for the faith when they were murdered while serving the poor in the name of Christ. Our Alleluia
award focuses on Sr. Dorothy’s joy and “yes” to serving the Lord. Our recipients are so willing to say “yes” to serve our
community. Please join me in praying for them, congratulating them, and honoring them.
Two important events will be taking place this week:
 This Monday, December 4 at 6:30 pm we will have a Communal Penance service. We do this in conjunction
with St. John of the Cross Parish. We will be hosting it here at SRW. A number of priests will be joining us for
the service. Deacon Mike Feldtz will preside and preach, and then there will be time for individual confessions.
I strongly encourage you take advantage of the Sacrament of Penance. It is a beautiful gift you can give yourself
to free your soul and spiritually prepare yourself to celebrate the birth of Christ. Even if it has been a long time
since you went, do not be afraid. The priests are here to love you and convey God’s mercy to you. There are
other times in Advent to go if this Monday does not work for your schedule. Check out the bulletin.
 This Friday, December 8 is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Mother. The Feast celebrates
the reality that Mary is the disciple whom God chose to be born without the stain of original sin. It was through
her birth and life that Jesus was born into our world to offer us salvation! This is a holy day that obliges Mass
attendance. Masses will be Thursday, December 7 at 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) and then on Friday, December 8 at
8:00 am, 12 Noon and 6:30 pm. Please plan on attending one.
Finally, I am so excited to welcome our new Bishop, Bishop Perez to Mass next Sunday, December 10. He will preside and preach at the 11:00 am Mass. We are so honored that, out of the 184 parishes in our diocese, he chose our parish
to make one of his first visits! I am sure it is because he heard how awesome all of you are! The best parishioners in the
Diocese! We will have a reception in the school gym to welcome him after Mass. You can greet him, receive his blessings,
and have your picture taken with him.
Make it a great first week of Advent. See you in Church, A LOT.
Peace,
Fr. John

Congratulations to Rita Burke and
the Parent Association on receiving the
Sr. Dorothy Kazel Alleluia Award
The Ss. Robert and William Parent Association is an organization for parents to get to know each other and to work
together for the good of the children of our school. It exists to
enhance the communication between the school administration,
faculty, staff, and parents; to hold fundraisers to defray the cost
of education; and to sponsor special events to promote the spirit
of Ss. Robert & William Catholic School.
Every student benefits from the hard work and dedication
of the members of the Parent Association. It is through their
fundraising endeavors that many enriching and enhancing offerings are available to the students including such things as field
trips at no cost, in-school assemblies, the prizes raffled each
month at the Worthy Warrior Assemblies, and much more.
Teachers are very appreciative of the efforts the Parent Association makes to support them and to recognize them with appreciation dinners and gifts. Families also enjoy the “FUN”raising that
the Parent Association provides by organizing activities such as
movie and skating nights, Trunk or Treat, the Princess Prom,
Mother-Son Bowling, and more. Let’s not forget the adult
events that boost camaraderie among SRW families: Holiday
Lighting Bus Tour, an Evening of Painting, and Ladies’ Night
Out, just to mention a few.
Our school is truly blessed to have these selfless volunteers who work tirelessly to make SRW a great school!

Rita Burke embraces the spirit of Sr. Dorothy Kazel.
Rita has belonged to this parish since its inception in 1947. She
is a graduate of St. William grade school. While a student here,
Sr. Therese Marie, the school principal, took Rita under her
wing and inspired her to put her faith into action.

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED
IN THIS YEAR’S #WEGIVECATHOLIC EVENT. THE
DONATIONS COLLECTED GO DIRECTLY TO THE
BETTERMENT OF OUR STUDENTS AND EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS. WE ARE TRULY BLESSED TO HAVE
SO MANY GENEROUS
DONORS IN OUR PARISH!
THANK YOU

Today, we are humbled by the service and support that Rita
shares with our parish community. Her gifts are used on Parish
Council, as an Extraordinary Minister, as a member of the Prayer Shawl, Community Meal, Fish Fry, and Hospitality Committees. Additionally, Rita visits the sick and is a volunteer for our
parish festival. As you can
see, Rita feeds the souls and
feeds our people.
Rita is most proud of her
family. She has 4 children
and 10 grandchildren. She
resides in the community
with her husband,
Steve. They have been
married for 56 years, and
both are disciples who have
a strong commitment to
SRW Parish.

A Letter To The Students
Before the new school began, every teacher and staff member wrote a letter to the students they will be working with at Ss.
Robert and William Catholic School. The letter includes the hopes and dreams each has for the students during the 2017-2018
school year. Every week, we will share one of these very special letters. This letter was written by Mrs. Ann Marie Raddell.
Mrs. Raddell teaches Music to our Early Childhood and Lower School students. Mrs. Raddell is getting ready to welcome to
her family baby #3 . We are keeping her and her family in our prayers.

Dear Students,
I am so excited that you are in my music class! You are going to learn so much about singing and playing instruments this
year. Though growing in music skills is so important, there is even a more important lesson that I want you to know, understand,
and live. Jesus loves to hear your music, and He loves when you use your songs as a gift to others and back to Him. My prayer for
you is that you get to feel that love and joy in your heart during music class. Know that you are in my prayers as you are ready and set
to grow this year.
Many blessings,
Mrs. Raddell
“Ready, Set, Grow” by: Bob Hauch
“Ready, set, grow! To be more and more like Jesus.
Ready, set, grow! A little closer to my friends.
Ready, set grow! To serve the world around me.
It’s not a mystery, God has a plan for me,
I will be all I can be, Cause I’m ready to grow.”

Parent Association Bake Sale
Please join the SRW Parent Association for their Annual Bake
Sale after each Mass December 10th, in Room 102 of the
school. We have a wonderful assortment of homemade goodies
including our delicious cookie trays. All proceeds benefit the
children of Ss. Robert and William Catholic School. New this
year, we will have SRW Spirit Wear for sale, and we are able to
accept credit and debit cards. Thank you for your support.

The SRW Cookbook is available at the
parish office during Weekday office
hours. Reasonably priced at $10.00,
you will have access to nearly 200
fabulous recipes.
Congratulations are extended to
Gayle Adams who is the winner of the
gift basket that was given for participating in the cookbook.

Please join Father Sal on Friday, December 8 at 7:00 pm
at Saint John of the Cross, 140
Richmond Road, Euclid, for a
concert and reception to celebrate the release of his inspirational Christian music
CD Blessed Beyond Measure.
Hear a selection of songs from
the CD performed live, and
then gather to share food and fellowship. CDs will be available for purchase at the reception, or you may also order online
at www.saintjohnofthecross.org/cd. If you plan to attend,
please call the Saint John of the Cross parish office at 216-2890770 to RSVP so that we can prepare accordingly. We look
forward to celebrating this event with you!

Tots Preschool Program
Who: 2-3 year old children (must be 2 years old by May 1,
2017) accompanied by an adult for each entire session.
What: An opportunity for children to enjoy a school experience
with a familiar adult. The sessions will include arts & crafts,
stories, music, small and large motor activities, and a snack.
Where: Ss. Robert and William Catholic Preschool in Mrs.
Ralph’s and Mrs. Pfriem’s classroom.
When: 3 Tuesdays (12/5, 12/12, and
12/19/2017)
*Come to one or all three!
Registration is limited to the first ten tots.
Time: 1:00-2:30 pm
Cost: $10 per session. Checks made payable
to: Ss. Robert and William Catholic School
How: Call the school office at
(216) 731-3060

SPIRITUAL
Women’s Fellowship
The Women’s Fellowship Advent
Breakfast will be held on December 9,
2017 from 9:00-11:00 am in the Upper
Hall. Our Guest Speaker will be Marianne Betters.
The topic is Patience! God Is Not Finished Yet. Reservations are due
in the Rectory by Monday, December 4. Call 216.731.1515 or
go online to www.srwwomensfellowship.com. Sorry, no walkins or late reservations are able to be accepted due to space limitations.

FAITH FORMATION
Families in Christ Jesus warmly welcomes Sister Ann Shields
to the December 7th Gathering at Ss. Robert & Williams School
351 E. 260th St., Euclid OH | 8:00 – 10:00 pm | www.fcjcoh.net
FAITH
What does it really mean to have faith?
How do we grow in faith? Why should
we? Sister Ann has authored a number of
books: Fire in My Heart, Intercession,
Pray and Never Lose Heart, Deeper
Conversion, and To Be Like Jesus. Her
latest work is: More of the Holy Spirit.
She is also the author of many booklets
on spiritual topics as well as numerous
CDs. She can also be heard on 1260 the
Rock radio program: Food for the Journey. For the last twenty years Sister Ann
has been employed by Renewal Ministries, a Catholic evangelistic organization, based in Ann Arbor, MI.

Help Brighten Someone’s Christmas
A recent article from the Washington Post states that “according
to data released Tuesday from the New York Federal Reserve,
there are 6.3 million Americans who are 90 days late — or
more — on their auto loan payments, an increase of about
400,000 from a year ago. When someone gets so far behind on
their payments, they typically end up losing their vehicle. The
rise in auto loan delinquencies is a reminder that millions are
still struggling to make ends meet.”
The economy has been cruel to many of our neighbors and parishioners and, therefore, the SRW Outreach Committee asks
you to consider supporting this year’s Giving Tree by taking a
gift tag. You have the option of purchasing gifts and/or gift
cards to be distributed to those who need our assistance.
In order to distribute these items in time for Christmas, we will
need all items returned by Sunday, December 10th. Thank you
in advance for sharing the spirit of the season!

OPLATKI is a timeless Christmas Tradition. They are now
available at the Information Desk of Church or from the
Parish Office for $2 a package. Break a piece off and pass it
along.

Have you thought of leaving a legacy, especially for our parish or school? Remember Ss. Robert & William in your will
or trust to continue our traditions and education. Contact Fr. John at the Parish Office for more information.

PARISH SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
Fr. John D. Betters, Pastor
fjb@srweuclid.cc, ext. 228
Fr. Scott D. Goodfellow, Parochial Vicar
frscott@srweuclid.cc, ext. 235
Renee Barber, Pastoral Associate
rbarber@srweuclid.cc, ext. 262
Meg Cosgriff, Co-Principal
mcosgriff@srwschool.cc, ext. 243
Martha Dodd, Co-Principal
mdodd@srwschool.cc, ext. 231
Renee Dzuroff, Business Manager
rdzuroff@srweuclid.cc, ext. 224
Patrick Fink, Director of Facilities & Maintenance
pfink@srweuclid.cc, ext. 291
Kate Fraser, Youth Minister
kfraser@srweuclid.cc, ext. 246
Ellen Ivory, Director of Discipleship & Development
eivory@srweuclid.cc, ext. 230
Kyle Lorek, Director of Music
klorek@srweuclid.cc, ext. 241
Gail Monroe, Pastoral Associate/DRE
gmonroe@srweuclid.cc, ext. 248
Bob Perusek, Liturgy Director
bperusek@srweuclid.cc, ext. 290
Nathan Raddell, Director of Communications
nraddell@srweuclid.cc, ext. 280

Parish Office Hours:
Mon, 8:30 am – 6:45 pm, Tue, Wed & Thu, 8:30 am – 6 pm,
Friday, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm, Closed Saturday & Sunday

367 E. 260th Street Euclid, OH 44132
216.731.1515
216.731.0300 (Fax)
info@srweuclid.cc
www.srweuclid.cc

The Collection: for November 19th was $7,907.93 and
November 26th was $8,526.00 Faith Direct November Second Half,
$2,846

Loan Balance: $1,335,376
Monthly Loan Payment: $10,580
Please consider a donation to help lower our long term debt.
Please call Fr. John or Ellen at the Parish Office at 216.731.1515
or email them at fjb@srweuclid.cc or eivory@srweuclid.cc.
Thank you very much for your continued generosity. — Fr. John
We'd like to connect with you! Get
important updates from our church in a timely and convenient way. Flocknote, the new
tool we're using, lets you choose what information you'd like to receive - via email or text
message - from the various ministries and
groups in our church. You can unsubscribe
any time.
Visit our church at:
www.flocknote.com/SRW OR Text SRWEUCLID to 84576 from
your phone to subscribe to updates.

PRAYERS NEEDED
Please pray for… Tony Hocevar, Jack Sexton, Dolores Vuyancih, Pat
Fink, Katie Kalish, Sr, Tom Brenkus, Alda Kovalsky, Jean Feiten,
Marianne Ellul, Geraldine Hoffert, Janet and Jim Cika, Pauline Dutcher,
Elaine Jackson, Sharon Kazusky, Grayson Kazusky, Violet DeStefanis,
Ann Grossman, JoAnn Schram, Donald Pavlovich, Mary Ann Hudak,
Faye Bukovec, James Augustine, Ted Sabat, Christopher Henderson,
Alexis Farrar, Rose Leo, Patricia Johnston, Ron F. Brickman, Thomas
Jirousek, Pauline Krall, John Ellul, Ray Golick, Jeanette Hocevar,
Josephine DiTirro, Danita Wells, Teresa Sullivan, and all those who are
ill in body, mind, or spirit in our community.
We thank and pray for those who serve in the military and safety
forces. May God bless all who serviced our country and community.
We offer our deepest sympathy for the families of Joanne Lowe
and all those who have lost a loved one. May they know the peace and
comfort of God’s love and find strength in the support of our parish
community.
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